
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 July 25, 2021 
 

Service Notes:                                          Divine Service Setting Three, page 184 

Hymns:                                                        685, 745, 689, 636, 635, 640, 637, 750 

Old Testament Reading:                                                                 Jeremiah 23:16-29 

Epistle:                                                                                                 Acts 20:27-38 

Holy Gospel:                                                                                     Matthew 7:15-23 

Sermon:                                 “Recognize Them By Their Fruits” Matthew 7:15-23 

 

Day Date Time Attendance 

Thursday 07/15 6:30 p.m. 51 

Sunday 07/18 8:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

91 

55 

 

BULLETINS are given by Candace Kolter in loving memory of her daughter 

Lisibess Alma Oelkers. 

 

FLOWERS are given in celebration of Robert and Cheryl Cahill’s birthdays. 

Flowers are also given by May Lindenberg and family in loving memory of 

Lawrence “Louie” Lindenberg. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated today. As a congregation of the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod, we follow the historic Christian practice of closed 

communion. According to the words of St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11, only those 

who share the same outward confession of faith join us at the altar. Members of 

other LC-MS congregations are welcome, but we ask that you please see the 

pastor before communing. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS Sunday School is looking for a few extra 

teachers to help teach in our 3rd-6th grade class, 1st-2nd grade class, and our 

three- and four-year-olds. We try to double up each class with two teachers so 

they are able to take turns teaching and attend Bible Study with Pastor 

frequently. We are also looking for teens to come and help in the classrooms 

with snacks/crafts and other things. If you would like to help out, please call 

Nichole Ficken (262) 822-9518 or Jackie Beversdorf (262) 342-5128. 

 

INTERESTED IN PLAYING HANDBELLS? Even if you haven't played 

bells before, you are invited to join us as we ring this summer and (hopefully) 

beyond. Rehearsal time is currently between services on Sunday and the 

occasional Saturday morning - but that will be changing depending on interest 

and availability. If you are interested, let Stephen Johnson know via email 

(steveo236@gmail.com). 

 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Sunday 07/25 DIVINE SERVICES     8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

Thursday 07/29 DIVINE SERVICE      6:30 p.m. 

Sunday 08/01 DIVINE SERVICES     8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

  Scrip Orders Due 

 

WE PRAY for Mary Ankerberg, Karen Awe, Barbara Blue, Kathleen Brook, 

Janet Brown, Jennifer Chapel (niece of Linda Christian), Karen Christiansen, 

John and Sandra Daley, Sandy Damms, Keith Domagalski, LaVerne Edenfield, 

Cheryl Fisher (sister of Lynn Hester), Daut Gaba, Gerald Garske, Carol 

Georgson, Glenn Georgson, Maynard Georgson, David Gottschalk, Judy 

Hanson, Jessica Hetts (niece of Virginia Scholz), Linda Hojnacki, Elaine Howe, 

Michelle Johnson, Clarence Laube, Rhonda Lesniewski, Linda Metzelfeld 

(sister-in-law of Don Metzelfeld), Shirley Nelson, Konnie Otto, Ruth Pelican 

(sister of Virginia Scholz), Angeline Pence, Robert Schneider, Virginia Scholz, 

and Jan Wicks. 

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS for the church and school are Tuesday through 

Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

SCRIP Orders are due next Sunday, August 1. Profit from the July order was 

$164.45. A Scrip order box, order forms, and envelopes are in the narthex and 

church/school office. Place your order and check made out to Our Father’s in 

one of the boxes, OR you may order online with the Presto Pay Plan at 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com. The website has a list of participating retailers. 

All profits are used to help pay staff health insurance. Call Linda Hojnacki with 

any questions at (414) 427-5949. 

 

WOODMAN’S GIFT CARDS are available to purchase in the church/school 

office. All profits go to the Our Father’s Scholarship Fund. Call Linda Hojnacki 

with any questions at (414) 427-5949. 

 

FINANCIAL REVIEW – YTD TOTAL OFFERINGS 

YTD Offerings for Last Year (7/1/20-7/20/20) $31,484.66 

YTD Offerings for Current Year (7/1/21-7/19/21) $32,239.70 

YTD Offerings needed to meet Budget $34,869.23 

YTD Offerings Surplus/(Shortfall) ($2,629.53) 

 

ADOPT-A-BILL PROGRAM list includes: Gas Bill, Electric Bill, Front of 

Church Landscape, Health Insurance, High School Arrearage, Mortgage, Office 

Supplies, School Air Conditioner, School Boilers, School Storage Building, and 

Water Bill. Consider supporting this worthy cause. Envelopes are on the narthex 

bulletin board. 

 



THE LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE will collect mite 

boxes today, July 25. 

 

FASTER THAN MY PASTOR Are you faster than your pastor? Find out at 

the Faster Than My Pastor 1K, 5K, Run/Walk at Martin Luther High School on 

Thursday, August 19, 2021, starting at 6:00 p.m. Run, walk, and party all night 

with the Lutheran churches, grade schools, and community of runners. Join us 

for music, food, games, and more! There is something for all ages and fitness 

levels. Gather your team. If you have any questions about the event, please 

contact Shari DeBraal at sdebraal@lhsagm.org. Registration is open now at 

www.FasterThanMyPastor.org! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR FATHER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH, SCHOOL AND CHILD CARE CENTER 

6025 South 27th Street 

Greenfield, WI 53221 

www.ofls.org 

 

Rev. Dr. Karl F. Fabrizius, Pastor 

prfabrizius@ourfatherslutheran.org 

Church Phone: (414) 282-8220 

Pastor’s Phone: (414) 529-3999 

 

Mr. Nathan Wingfield, Principal 

Office Phone: (414) 282-7500 

 

Mrs. Lori Bolger, Director 

Office Phone: (414) 282-9057 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE READINGS AND PSALMODY FOR 

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

July 25, 2021 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 
 

Jeremiah 23:16-29 (ESV)  
16 Thus says the Lord of hosts: "Do not listen to the words of the prophets 

who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of 

their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord.  
17 They say continually to those who despise the word of the Lord, 'It 

shall be well with you'; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own 

heart, they say, 'No disaster shall come upon you.' " 18 For who among 

them has stood in the council of the Lord to see and to hear his word, or 

who has paid attention to his word and listened? 19 Behold, the storm of 

the Lord! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the 

head of the wicked. 20 The anger of the Lord will not turn back until he 

has executed and accomplished the intents of his heart. In the latter days 

you will understand it clearly. 21 "I did not send the prophets, yet they ran; 

I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. 22 But if they had stood in 

my council, then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 

and they would have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil 

of their deeds. 23 "Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God 

afar off? 24 Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see 

him? declares the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the Lord. 
25 I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my 

name, saying, 'I have dreamed, I have dreamed!' 26 How long shall there 

be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy 

the deceit of their own heart, 27 who think to make my people forget my 

name by their dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers 

forgot my name for Baal? 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the 

dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has 

straw in common with wheat? declares the Lord. 29 Is not my word like 

fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?  

A: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

THE EPISTLE READING 
 

Acts 20:27-38 (ESV)  
27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.  
28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the 

Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which 

he obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce 

wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among 

your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the 

disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three 

years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32 And 

now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to 

build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are 

sanctified. 33 I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. 34 You 

yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to 

those who were with me. 35 In all things I have shown you that by 

working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words 

of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.'" 36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed 

with them all. 37 And there was much weeping on the part of all; they 

embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 being sorrowful most of all because of 

the word he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they 

accompanied him to the ship.  

A: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
 

Matthew 7:15-23 (ESV)  
15 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but 

inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. 

Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every 

healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 

healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 21 "Not everyone who 

says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one 

who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many 

will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast 

out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?' 
23 And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you 



workers of lawlessness.'  

A: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

THE PSALMODY 
 

Psalm 26:1-12 (ESV) 
1 Vindicate me, O LORD, for I have walked in my integrity, and I have 

trusted in the LORD without wavering. 
2 Prove me, O LORD, and try me; test my heart and my mind.  
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in your 

faithfulness. 
4 I do not sit with men of falsehood, nor do I consort with hypocrites. 
5 I hate the assembly of evildoers, and I will not sit with the wicked. 
6 I wash my hands in innocence and go around your altar, O LORD, 
7 proclaiming thanksgiving aloud, and telling all your wondrous deeds. 
8 O LORD, I love the habitation of your house and the place where your 

glory dwells. 
9 Do not sweep my soul away with sinners, nor my life with bloodthirsty 

men, 
10 in whose hands are evil devices, and whose right hands are full of 

bribes. 
11 But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity; redeem me, and be gracious 

to me. 
12 My foot stands on level ground; in the great assembly I will bless the 

LORD. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTROIT 
 

We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,* 

     in the midst of your | temple. 

As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends | of the earth.* 

     Your right hand is filled with | righteousness. 

Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised* 

     in the city of our God, His holy | mountain. 

Within her | citadels* 

     God has made himself known as a | fortress. 

Let Mount Zion | be glad!* 

     Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your | judgments! 

This is God, our God forever and | ever.* 

     He will guide us for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,* 

     in the midst of your | temple. 

As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends | of the earth.* 

     Your right hand is filled with | righteousness. 

 
Psalm 48:1, 3, 11, 14; antiphon: vv. 9-10 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE CONGREGATION AT PRAYER  

FOR THE WEEK OF 

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

“Recognize Them By Their Fruits” 

July 25 through July 31, 2021 

 

Last week we heard about the Tree of Life in the Garden. This week we hear that 

bad trees produce bad fruit. A bad tree is not simply a bad person, but anyone 

who teaches or preaches someone other than Jesus Christ. Fruit always comes 

from faith. Our sinful flesh produces the works of unrighteousness because it 

clings to the teaching that we should all be gods. This is one fruit of unbelief, but 

there is also the subtle idea that our outward works without the hearing of 

God’s Word should be pleasing to God and earn His favor. Jesus calls us to 

trust in Him as the Tree of Life, remaining in Him by hearing His Word and 

receiving His Sacraments. True love for neighbor flows forth from love for God. 

We cannot exist apart from the Tree of the Cross that bore the crucified Lord 

but has now burst forth with the life of the resurrection. All life comes from that 

Tree. There our Lord did the will of His Father and now calls us to take up the 

cross and follow Him. Our lawlessness is to be laid to rest as we learn to 

confess that the Father’s will is to give life through His Son. In this Sermon on 

the Mount, Jesus calls us to take up this new life of prayer: being reconciled to 

our fellow Christians, doing charitable deeds and giving offerings to confess 

faith in the Father, our Creator, as life-giver, fasting to confess that the things of 

this world do not give life to our bodies, and living a life of prayer that seeks 

faith through the hearing of God’s Word.  

 

INVOCATION: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. AMEN. 

THE CREED 

VERSE: 35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we 

must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself 

said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” Acts 20:35 (ESV) 

COLLECT FOR THE WEEK:  Grant to us, Lord, the Spirit to think and do 

always such things as are right, that we, who cannot do anything that is good 

without You, may be enabled to live according to Your will; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. AMEN. 

PSALM OF THE WEEK: 26 

PSALMODY PRAYER: Keep me firmly trusting in You at all times, O Lord, 

My Redeemer, for then I will be truly blameless in Your sight. Test me and try 

me, but keep Your love always before me that I may speak of Your wonderful 

deeds of mercy. AMEN. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday 1 Corinthians 10:14-33 

Tuesday 1 Corinthians 11:1-16 

Wednesday 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

Thursday 1 Corinthians 12:1-31 

Friday 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Saturday Luke 16:1-13 

 

CATECHISM FOR THE WEEK:  

The Sacrament of the Altar 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?  

These words, "Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins," show us that 

in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through 

these words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and 

salvation. 

 

Luther, Lectures on Genesis 27:28-29 (1542): We have a richer gift, or surely 

one that is no smaller in measure and abundance. But we do not have the same 

faith; we snore, we are half-dead, our eyes dimsighted, our ears are hard of 

hearing, our hearts falter and waver; they have, and they do not bother about 

what they have. For to pronounce absolution, to administer the sacraments of 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and to proclaim the forgiveness of sins from the 

Gospel is something far greater than if Isaac blesses Jacob. For it is just as if I 

were saying: “I give you the kingdom of heaven, power over the devil, and no 

matter how much you die, I keep you from perishing.” Of course we do not do 

this with our own strength; but we do it by virtue of the authority and command 

of God, who has given men the power to lead one another to eternal life through 

the priesthood of Christ. … In the same way, more of the curse than of the 

blessing is seen in the church. For this we, too, learn from experience – we who 

are in the same profession and to whom Baptism, the power of the Keys, and the 

Sacrament of the Altar have been given. But how many even very pious people 

there are whom Satan assails and infatuates to such an extent when he removes 

from their sight these heavenly blessings that they seem to retain nothing at all 

of these blessings! Indeed they feel the curses and anguish of hell more than 

they feel the divine and heavenly blessings. Others rush into manifest acts of 

wickedness and manifest contempt, and cast the blessings aside. But those who 

retain these blessings and love them are so weak that they have need of many 

and frequent admonitions and repetitions to arouse them and to sharpen the 

Word of God in them, as Moses says (Deut. 6:7). … But go forth to face them 

more boldly, be strong, and cling steadfastly to the blessing,  

no matter how much everything seems to be full of a curse. For this is what we 

should conclude: It is sure that I have been baptized. I have heard the Word from 

the mouth of the minister. I have made use of the Sacrament of the Altar. This is 

the divine and unchangeable truth. Even though I am weak, it is sure and 



unalterable. … And if we are unable to confess with a loud shout, let us at least 

make ourselves heard in a low murmur as best we can. … You are children of 

the kingdom, your sins are forgiven, the devil has been overcome and laid low 

under your feet, sin and death will do you no harm; but you are blameless. 

Therefore, bear the hostile curses with equanimity. … One Christian who has 

been tried does more good than a hundred who have not been tried. For in trials 

the blessing grows so that with its counsels it can teach, comfort, and help many 

in physical and spiritual matters. Thus in the world you are cursed, but at the 

same time you are filled with a heavenly blessing. 

(LW 5:141-412,145-146, St. Louis: Concordia, 1968) 
 

PRAYER: Each day a different aspect of Christian life is covered. 

Monday Our Baptism, calling, and daily work 

Tuesday Deliverance from sin and temptation 

Wednesday Marriage, family, and schools 

Thursday The Lord’s Supper, the Church, and Her Pastors 

Friday The Preaching of the Cross, the persecuted, and missions 

Saturday True repentance and restoration of the withering 

Sunday The Hope of the resurrection and faithfulness to the Word 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through 

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and 

danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me that the Evil Foe may have no power over me. AMEN.   

OR 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through 

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I 

pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the Evil Foe may 

have no power over me. AMEN. 

 

HYMN OF THE WEEK: LSB 745 “In God, My Faithful God” (stanza 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO 

THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

August 1, 2021 

“Faithful in Another’s” 

 
HYMNS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: 820, 977 (ins), 536, 882, 637, 643, 642, 730 

 

READINGS 

 
2 Samuel 22:26-34 

1 Corinthians 10:6-13 

Luke 16:1-13 

 

This text is the second part of a pair of parables. Its companion is the 

prodigal son in the verses which precede it. Both of these make reference 

to the wasting of possessions and the service of only one master. The first 

is a discussion of all who are made sons of God through Holy Baptism 

and have received the inheritance of life. The second is a discussion of 

those in the household who have been made stewards and the proper 

application of the riches of the forgiveness entrusted to them. In the 

parable of the unjust steward, a certain rich man is God the Father. He has 

a steward, that is, a pastor, to whom the gift of forgiveness has been 

entrusted. The account is connected to the petition of the Lord’s Prayer in 

Luke 11: as we forgive all those who are indebted to us. The steward is to 

apply the riches of forgiveness as the Father in heaven applies the riches 

of forgiveness. As the cutting of the earthly debt will produce a greater 

likelihood of repayment and gain favor for the one to whom the debt is 

owed, so the application of forgiveness will bear the fruit of forgiveness 

and love for the Master. If you are faithful with the great gift of 

forgiveness, surely you should be faithful with the many possessions God 

bestows upon you. Faith is the complete trust in your Creator who has 

redeemed you by the blood of His Son and sanctified you by His Spirit. 

Faith serves that Master, and faithfulness with the gift of forgiveness will 

produce a proper faithfulness in using the created gifts for the good of 

your neighbor. 

 
 

 

 


